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in Prague, was for. ma- 
ny Czechs a symbol and sign 
of their statehood. Gottwald 


“nas Kiema, our 
Klement” the honest and hard 
working tollers’ president. who 
didn’t care for but 
the wellbeing of his Czech ard 
Slovak people. There is little 
doubt that Gottwald wanted 
not to pretend but actually to 
act and live the pert. His tra- 
gedy was that the forces which 


Like Masaryk (the son of a 
serf) and Benes (son of a pea- 
sant), Gottwald was of humble 
origin. The young cabinet-mak- 
ed — an advertisement 

a wing paper in Mor. 
Ostrava, became an administra- 
tor, joined the editorial staff 
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Gottwald and Anti-Semitism | 

Gottwald liked te surround) 
himself with comrades of Jew-' 
ish origin. They were hard | 
working, ardenf and had no 
one to turn to outside the pars | 
ty. During the War of Libera- 
tion Gottwald. meeded no en- 
couragement from the Russians 
to help Israel. Op the contrary, 
it was his Foreign Minister 
Jan Masaryk who helped to 
form Gromykc’s attitude at the 
General Assembly of the United 


The events of the last two 
months, the trial against Sians- 
ky — who was Gottwald’s per- 
sonal enemy and denounced his 
bourgeois deviations in Moscow 


hig economic and 
military advisers (Frejfka and 
Reicin) were tried and sentenced 
Gottwald was asked to say: 
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Bae too.” Which he obediently 


from | Wall for the Russian Empire. — 
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Gottwald (right) receiving Isrée, Minister Ehud Avrisl in 1. 4. 


he arrived in Prague a changed 
man. He had seen the Russian 
Government and party in action. 
Nobody was su when he 
preferred to collaborate with an 
old fashioned coalition Govern- 


‘ment — including right wing 


parties. Nobody was surprised, 


De-' at least not in Czechoslovakia, 
“s-| When he stated that 
;™must not reach Socialism the 
‘Russian way, via the dictator- 
ald ship of the proletariat. 
.jthe progressive and well edu- 
|eated Czech 
the | there is a different way. In 


Prague 


For 
working class 


an interview with a U.P. cor- 
in 1947 he called 
this way “Czechoslovakization.’ 
Later Gottwald was lukewarm 
in denouncing Tito’s counter- 
revolutionary heresy. The or- 
gan of the Cominform had to 
attack the Czech Communist 
Party and fts paper for not at- 
tacking Tito and Titoism stern- 
ly and strongly: Gottwald bow- 
ed as usual, But there can be 
no doubt that Gottwald admir- 
ed the “Yugoslav traitor.” 


Masaryk’s Opinion 
Masaryk msde no secret that 


Gottwald would give anything 


to become a real rather than 
a “second-class” President. 
Gottwald was afraid, no doubt. 
But there was another factor 
as well: as long as Stalin lived 
Gottwald may have hoped to 


convince his great friend, who 


had shown consideration and 
generosity before, that a Cze- 
cheslovakia more free and less 
dependent, a Czech industry al- 
lowed to exchange goods with 
the. West «Gottwald and. Ma- 
saryk were in favour of | 
Marshall Plan) and a Czech 
Parliament as a political bridge 
between West and East. would 
be a much more secure Western 


Malenkov may have told Gott- 
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